given up on could be reprocessed and might possibly bring valuable new structural information; we might bring to life a few of the skeletons that adorn our closets! The article by Kroon-Batenburg et al. is the latest update from a Working Group set up by the IUCr in 2011 to consider the practicalities of raw diffraction data deposition, and follows earlier papers on the topic, published in Acta Crystallographica Section D in 2014 (Terwilliger, 2014) . It considers the present options for archiving raw data, and focuses particularly on the need for appropriate metadata to accompany the primary data if these data are to be truly useful into the future.
I am sure I am not alone in having in my office old ninetrack magnetic tapes, DAT tapes and other media containing raw data sets from the past, none of them readable now as technologies become outdated. Science will be the poorer if our primary experimental data are lost, as some of these now are, and in the spirit of open science I consider these to be challenges that really must be addressed.
